
 
 

Albany Institute of History & Art 
125 Washington Avenue  Albany, NY 12210 
T: (518) 463-4478; F: (518) 462-1522 
www.albanyinstitute.org 
www.facebook.com/albanyinstitute 
www.twitter.com/albanyinstitute 

NEWS 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 24, 2011 
 

CONTACT: 
Nycole Kinns, Marketing and Public Relations 
(518) 463-4478, ext. 420; kinnsn@albanyinstitute.org  

 

“ALBANY AND THE CIVIL WAR” EXHIBITION OPENING AT 
AIHA 

 
ALBANY, NY— The Albany Institute of History & Art will be opening Albany and the Civil 
War: Medicine on the Home and Battle Fronts on Saturday, September 3, 2011, 
commemorating the 150th anniversary of the war. The exhibition will focus on the medical 
concerns and necessities of the Civil War by examining the role of the 1864 Albany Relief 
Bazaar and the letters, field notes, and photographs of Albany brothers Garrett Vander 
Veer and Dr. Albert Vander Veer, who served as dean of Albany Medical College from 
1895 and 1904. Also featured will be silver loving cup presented to Dr. Vander Veer by his 
students in 1907.  
 
On the 1861 home front, President Abraham Lincoln authorized the formation of the 
United States Sanitary Commission to raise private funds for the medical care of the Union 
Troops wounded in Civil War battles. In February 1864, a group of Albany women 
organized the Albany Relief Bazaar and raised $17,189. This three-week event included 
ethnic booths, art exhibitions, tableaux, souvenir shops, and lotteries, all well-
documented with detailed photographs. 
 
Meanwhile, on the battle front, Dr. Albert and Garrett Vander Veer kept detailed accounts 
of their experiences on Civil War battlefields. Albert, a doctor who served as a surgeon for 
the Sixty-Sixth at Gettysburg, kept detailed records of each of the soldiers he treated. He 
also used his battlefield experiences to advance the quality of medical practices when he 
returned to Albany. He would later go on to become an influential professor and 
internationally known surgeon at Albany Medical College and Hospital – an association 
that lasted for more than 60 years. Garret Vander Veer, who was killed in action, wrote 
numerous poignant letters home describing his battlefield experiences. 
 
The exhibition, supported by Albany Medical Center, will be open through February 26, 
2011 and will be displayed in the Albany Institute’s entry gallery.  
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* * * * * 

2011 Related Programming: 
Gallery Talks 
Saturdays at 2:00 pm, Sundays at 3:00 pm 
September 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25; October 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30; November 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20; December 3, 
4, 10, 11, 17, 18 
Docent-led tours of the Albany Institute’s latest exhibitions, free with paid museum admission. 

* * * * * 

The Albany Institute’s distinguished collections and acclaimed exhibitions comprise the definitive expression of the 
cultural, historical, and artistic heritage of Albany and the upper Hudson Valley. From its world-renowned Hudson 
River School collection, to the famous Albany Mummies, to the wide range of performances, lectures, and 
festivals, to its outstanding educational and family programming, this distinctive and engaging institution provides 
visitors of all ages and interests with a splendid museum experience. One of America’s oldest museums, the Albany 
Institute of History & Art was founded in 1791, during the presidency of George Washington, making it older than 
the Louvre, the Smithsonian, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Visit www.albanyinstitute.org for more 
information, and be sure to follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/albanyinstitute) and Twitter 
(www.twitter.com/albanyinstitute).  

 
* * * * * 
 
Media inquiries: Nycole Kinns, Marketing and Public Relations, at (518) 463-4478, ext. 
420, kinnsn@albanyinstitute.org.  
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