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The Edible Book:  Eating between the Lines

General Information

The Edible Book festival is an international celebration of the printed word, which began in 1999.  Judith A. Hoffberg conceived the event over a Thanksgiving turkey with book artists and it became an international event through the website of artist Béatrice Coron. 

This year Albany celebrates the Edible Book on Sunday, April 17, 2005 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the Rice House of the Albany Institute of History & Art.  Guests are invited to participate by creating or tasting edible dishes that somehow relate to books.  Entries are displayed and photographs taken, then these edible books are consumed.  A highlight of this year’s event will be a light-hearted contest judging entries based upon creativity, whimsy, and originality with our celebrity judge Doug Blackburn, Food Writer with the Times Union.  
For more information on the Edible Book contact the Albany Institute Library at (518) 463-4478 or library@albanyinstitute.org.

Schedule of Events

Main Events

2:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Participants set up food

2:30 - 2:45 p.m.
Remarks and award announcements

2:45 - 4:00 p.m.
Consumption of edible books

Special Programs

2:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Literary trivia contest (Rice House)

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Food in Art Scavenger Hunt (Exhibition Galleries)

3:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Storytime for children ages 2 - 6 years old (Museum Explorers Gallery)

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Play with Your Food:  Drop in art activities for children over the 

age of 6 accompanied by an adult (Art Studio)

These events are free with museum admission, which is waived for participants who bring an edible book to share.

Edible Book Categories

Edible books can be literal translations, have humorous spins, or be more abstract.  Here are a few examples to inspire you!

Literary Interpretations

· Cake decorated with a scene from your favorite book

· Radish sandwiches in honor of Beatrix Potter's Peter Rabbit

· Bear-shaped cake in honor of Winnie-the-Pooh

· Fresh strawberries as eaten by the title heroine in Tess of the d’Urbervilles
· Pasties are frequently enjoyed by Moose County residents in Lillian Jackson Braun’s The Cat Who…series

· Deviled eggs in honor of Dante’s Inferno
· Do not forget green eggs and ham

· Much inspiration is to be found Shakespeare -- see www.soupsong.com/ibard.html

Physical Representations

· Books with pages made out of phyllo dough

· Cake that looks like a book

· Book made with tortilla pages and bell pepper ring binding with a savory filling

· Puff pastry dough can be used in many creative ways 

· Gingerbread library or bookstore

Puns

· Madeleines made in honor of Ludwig Bemelmans' character Madeline

· Chocolate and marshmallow confection molded to look like a book and titled S’More and Peace

· Textbook made of phyllo and puff pastry doughs entitled Phyllosophy instead of Philosophy

For more information about the event and how it is celebrated around the world, visit the official Edible Book Festival website at www.books2eat.com.  And remember, there is no need to be a starving artist!
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