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New York Railroads

at the
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New York State Library’s collections contain a wealth of current and historical information about railroads in New York State.  You can access the New York State Library’s catalog either onsite on the 3rd or 7th floors of the Cultural Education Center on Madison Avenue in Albany or remotely at www.nysl.nysed.gov.  

From the Library’s website, click on the Catalog link, and on the next screen click on the Login button next to All Libraries.

On the search screen type in your keywords or phrase and search them in either Author, Title, Subject, Series or Everything.

For example:  a search on railroads New York State in Everything will turn up hundreds of references to books, manuscripts, state and federal documents, maps, photographs, etc.  A more specific search such as railroads Albany or the name of a railroad will narrow your search results.  Reference staff is available to help you refine your search Monday through Friday between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM onsite or by calling 518-474-5355.

All of the materials listed may be used by anyone onsite.  Many of the materials may be borrowed through interlibrary loan via your local library. 

A few examples of material of interest to the rail buff that can found in the Library’s General Collection are:

Periodicals like:

Railroad gazette.  1870 - 1908  
J 385.05 qR152

Railway age.  1881 – 1908, 1918 – present (some missing volumes)

J 385.05 qR152

Railway age gazette.  1909 - 1917                

J 385.05 qR152c 

Government documents like:

New York (State). Board of Railroad Commissioners.

Annual report of the Board of Railroad Commissioners, 1854 – 56, 1883 – 1906

D RAI 276-1 98-171

New York (State). State Engineer and Surveyor.

Annual report of the State Engineer and Surveyor of the State of New York and of the tabulations and deductions from the reports of the railroad corporations, 1858 – 1882

D ENG 050-3 REPRA 76599080

Microform collections like:

Hagley Museum and Library.

Trade catalogs from the Hagley Museum and Library: transportation (includes a printed guide). MA/FF 016.33847 H145 203-5164

   A microfiche collection that includes more than 200 trade catalogs from railroad equipment

   and supplies manufacturers, the earliest dating from 1838.  It includes catalogs from the

   Baldwin Locomotive Works, Vulcan Iron Works, Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing

   Company and William Norris of Philadelphia. 

There are also railroad materials in the Library’s Manuscripts and Special Collections Unit, which can be requested at their Reference Desk on the 3rd Floor of the Cultural Education Center or by calling 518-474-6282.  The following is a sample of some of those materials:

Railroad Ephemera Collections

Abele, Fred B. Transportation History Collection, 1905-1985

MSC SC22662 

38 boxes (38 cubic feet)

Collection comprised of photographs, prints, postcards, and other ephemera relating to the history of railroads, trolley lines, bus lines, and steamship lines that operated primarily in New York State.  It also appears that much of these materials relate to Albany and the Capital District, particularly the service area of the United Traction Company.  An unpublished guide is available in the library.

Robert H. Dugan Railroad Ephemera Collection

MSC SC22569

1 box

Collection consists of an assortment of railroad-related ephemera.  Included are trade

 literature of locomotives, cars, and other equipment; photographs; calendars; flash cards;

and board games.

Transportation Timetables and Brochures Collection

MSC QC16502

7 boxes

Collection contains timetables and travel brochures issued circa 1870 to the present by transportation companies in the United States and various foreign companies.  Most of the items relate to railroad travel, but other means of transportation are represented, too.

Walter Kohler Collection of Scrapbooks on Railroads and Railroading, ca. 1931-1957

MSC SC20630 

92 boxes (48 cubic feet)

Collection comprised chiefly of scrapbooks that contain news clippings, brochures, pamphlets and railroad magazines.  Collection also includes timetables, named train brochures, and travel literature.  An unpublished guide is available in the library.

W.G. Disser Railroad Ephemera Collection

MSC SC14954

1 box

Collection consists of an assortment of railroad-related ephemera.  Included are photographs, timetables and newspaper clippings.  Railroads included in the collection are the Fonda, Johnstown & Gloversville, the Delaware and Hudson, the Rutland, and the Saratoga & Schuylerville.

Railroad Company Records and Archives.

Albany and Susquehanna Railroad Company. Records, 1864-1870

MSC SC13838

3 boxes

Treasurer’s records, including receipts for office expenses, payroll disbursements, travel expenses, work performed on bridges, painting, and whitewashing.

Catskill Mountain Railroad Company. Records, 1880-1890

MSC 17231

42 items

Papers relating to the construction and operation of the railroad.  Includes correspondence of officers; records related to litigation involving Charles Whitbeck and George C. Power, and cost estimate for labor and materials to construct the railroad by O’Brien and Rogers.

Delaware and Hudson Railway. Photograph Collection, 1862-1949

MSC SC16472

Collection of glass plate negatives and photoprints of D&H rolling stock, locomotives, stations, and property.  Many of the photographs were used in D&H promotional literature.  Photoprints of selected negatives have been microfilmed due to the chemical instability of the negatives. There are approximately 22,000 photographs in this collection. The entire collection is indexed and available on microfilm. Prints may be used where access to the microfilm copy is not adequate.  A card file index is available in the library.

Delaware and Hudson Railway. Records, 1862-1949

MSC SC12904 and SC16472

Ca. 2,000 cubic feet

Corporate records of the D&H Railway. These records are not arranged and described and at least 1,000 cu. ft. are stored off-site making access difficult. Requests for material from this collection may require several weeks for retrieval. This collection consists of the official records of the Delaware and Hudson Railway Company and its subsidiary operations.  The records include accounting records, official subject files, correspondence files, litigation files, maps, land titles, and similar record types.  An unpublished guide is available in the library.

Fonda, Johnstown and Gloversville Railroad. Collection, 1900-1944

MSC SC16597 

8 boxes 

Collection contains business and legal records concerning the Fonda, Johnstown and Gloversville Railroad and the Little Falls and Johnstown Railroad.  Included are payroll ledgers and other 

payroll records, photographs, published brochures of the Fonda, Johnstown and Gloversville Railroad resort at Sacandaga Park.  Also included are records of the planning and construction of the Little Falls and Johnstown Railroad, stock certificates, railroad schedules and timetables and a number of photographs of other Adirondack Mountain resorts.  An unpublished guide is available in the library.

Forest Park Railway Company, Troy, New York, Records, 1903-1912

MSC BD17342

1 volume

Includes by-laws, correspondence and material about proposed extensions. Organized as a street surface railway.

Mohawk and Hudson Railroad, Schenectady Division.  Journal, 1839-1843
MSC SC17238

1 volume

The Mohawk and Hudson Railroad was created by an act of the New York State Legislature on April 17, 1826.  The railroad connected the cities of Albany and Schenectady.  The railroad's Schenectady Division eventually came under the control of the New York Central Railroad. Journal records daily transactions to the accounts of the railroad.  Entries include the date, the nature or purpose of the debit or credit and the amount.  Transactions include payments of receipts for repair costs, accounts receivable, sale of equipment, United States mail contract, flood damage and tolls collected.  Some entries record the names of engines.

Pleasant Valley, N.Y. Rail Station. Agents Records, 1871-1895
MSC SC17561

6 volumes

Six volumes, likely from the same rail station, containing ticket sales information from three railroads.  The collection contains one volume recording monthly reports of freight sent from Pleasant Valley on the New York and Massachusetts Railroad, 1891-1893; one volume recording tickets sold at Pleasant Valley for the Poughkeepsie, Hartford and Boston Railroad, 1882-1895; and two volumes recording freight received at Pleasant Valley on the Poughkeepsie and Eastern Railroad, 1871-1876.  Also included are two volumes of waybills of merchandise sent from Pleasant Valley via American Express and the Poughkeepsie and Eastern Railroad. An unpublished guide is available in the library.

Railroad Young Men’s Christian Association of Albany, Records 1879-1971
MSC SC15227

1 box

Includes financial and legal records and minutes of board meetings.

Schenectady and Troy Railroad. Account Books, 1839-1853

MSC SC17237

3 boxes (3 folio volumes)

The Schenectady and Troy Railroad was chartered by the State of New York in 1836.  In 1853 the line was consolidated with the New York Central Railroad. Journal and ledger provides financial information on the daily operation of the line.  The journal provides a daily record of receipts and disbursements in chronological order.  The ledger contains similar data, organized by account.  Revenues include freight hauling charges and passenger ticket sales.  Disbursements 

were for such items as labor, supplies, maintenance and bridge tolls. Collection also includes a daybook for 1848-1852.  An unpublished guide is available in the library.

Wallkill Valley Railroad Company. Account Books, 1877-1895

MSC SC17237

5 volumes.

The Wallkill Valley Railroad Company was incorporated by an Act of the New York State Legislature in 1805.  The main line ran between Saugerties, Kingston, and Montgomery, New York.  It was consolidated into the Erie Railroad system. This collection consists of two kinds of records: cash journals and account ledger books.  The cash journals are arranged chronologically by day, providing a record of cash receipts and expenditures.  The account ledger book contains essentially the same data, but is arranged by subject.  Typical sources of income were passenger ticket sales and freight shipments.  Expenditures include labor, maintenance, and supplies.  Information is incomplete, as there are many blank pages.

Personal Papers Related to Railroads.

Beach, Charles H. Journal, 1853
MSC BD11257

1 volume

Journal recounts the construction of the second tract of the Hudson River Railroad from Albany to Tivoli.

Ingalls, Melville E. Papers, 1871-1888

MSC SC22591

1 box

Papers consist of letters pertaining mostly to business, financial, and legal operation of railroads. Correspondents include the officers and managers of the following firms: Booth and Edgar; Drexel, Morgan, and Company; Canada Southern Line; Red Line Transit Company, and Rochester Car Wheel Works.

Monographs
New York Central Railroad Company. Agreement for the consolidation of the New York Central and

           Hudson River Railroad Company, the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway Company, 

           Geneva, Corning and Southern Railroad Company, the Terminal Railway of Buffalo, the

           Dunkirk, Allegheny Valley and Pittsburgh Railroad Company, Chicago, Indiana and Southern

           Railroad Company, Detroit and Chicago Railroad Company, Detroit Monroe and Toledo

           Railroad Company, Kalamazoo and White Pigeon Railroad Company, The Northern Central 

           Michigan Railroad Company, and the Swan Creek Railway Company of Toledo into the New

           York Central Railroad Company, dated April 29, 1914.

  MSC  385.09747 qN532 97-13602

In addition to the items listed above, the Manuscripts and Special Collections Unit of the New York State Library has large collections of prints, broadsides, posters, sheet music, and ephemera, all of which may contain material about the history of New York railroads. Researchers should check the card catalog in the Manuscripts and Special Collections Research Room to identify relevant materials.
For more information on resources available at the New York State Library:

New York State Library’s homepage: www.nysl.nysed.gov
New York State Library Reference Desk: 518-474-5355 or refserv@mail.nysed.gov
Manuscripts and Special Collections Reference Desk: 518-474-6282 or mscolls@mail.nysed.gov
The New York State Library is open Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The New York State Library is part of the Office of Cultural Education in the New York State Education Department.
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