
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 11, 2025

PRESS RELEASE

125 Washington Ave, Albany, NY 12210 | albanyinstitute.org | @albanyinstitute

Contact: Marisa Espe
Director of Communications
espem@albanyinstitute.org

518-463-4478 x408

ALBANY INSTITUTE INTRODUCES NEW WAYS TO ENGAGE THE MUSEUM COLLECTION 

ALBANY, NY— The Albany Institute of History & Art is introducing new ways for visitors to 
engage with its renowned collection of Hudson River School landscape paintings: a free printed 
guide available to all museum visitors and a digital guide accessible through Bloomberg 
Connects, the arts and culture app created by Bloomberg Philanthropies. 

The Hudson River School Companion Guide is a free booklet designed to enrich visitors’ 
experience in the galleries and foster a deeper understanding of this foundational artistic 
movement and its connection to the Hudson Valley region. The guide features interpretive texts 
about select paintings, their subjects, and the artists who created them. It also invites visitors to 
explore the real-world landscapes depicted in the artworks—many of which are accessible today 
thanks to conservation efforts across the Hudson Valley and Catskill Mountains. Produced in a 
run of one thousand copies, the booklet will be available to museum visitors and distributed to 
school and community groups engaging with the art and themes of Hudson River School. 

This project was made possible through a grant from the Maurice D. Hinchey Hudson River Valley 
National Heritage Area Heritage Development Grant Program, administered by the Hudson River 
Valley Greenway. Executive Director of the Hudson River Valley Greenway Andy Kitzmann said, 
“The natural beauty of the Hudson River Valley inspired incredible works of art and forged a new 
artistic tradition in the late nineteenth century that was distinctly American. The Greenway is 
proud to support the Albany Institute of History & Art as it works to strengthen connections to 
our region’s rich history.”

Complementing the printed guide, the Albany Institute’s Bloomberg Connects Digital Guide 
brings the Hudson River School to life through expanded storytelling. Information about the 
works on view is augmented with images, audio, and video, allowing users to engage with the 
art at their own pace—whether on-site or from home. The guide also highlights other current 
exhibitions and selections from the Albany Institute’s collection. The Bloomberg Connects app is 
free to download on personal devices, and iPads are available for loan during museum visits. 

“The Hudson River School is central to the story of American art, and we’re excited to offer 
visitors new ways to experience it—both in the galleries and beyond,” said Kayla Carlsen, 
Executive Director of the Albany Institute. “These guides make our collection more engaging, 
educational, and accessible to our audiences.” 

Both initiatives advance the Institute’s mission to connect people with the art, history, and 
culture of the Hudson Valley and beyond. For more information, visit albanyinstitute.org.
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