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Abstract
New York organized a war council in 1940 to coordinate war-related efforts for local,
state, and national defense during World War II. Beginning initially as a women’s
organization, the Albany City and County War Council was formed in 1941 to coordinate
efforts for the towns within Albany County.

This collection contains administrative records, campaigns and projects efforts, publicity
records, and index cards containing information on servicemen and women.
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Processed by H. Cox, May 2021. Finding aid created by H. Cox, July 2021.

Biographical/Historical

The Albany City and County War Council was an outgrowth of the New York State War
Council, created as part of a nationwide effort to coordinate local and state defense efforts
and contributions with those at the national level. Initially, Albany’s council began as a
women’s organization, as women at the time often did not work outside of the home, and
were available for volunteer work.



The Council began in 1941, and although men were often the named heads of the
committee, women frequently were responsible for running the activities of the
organization. The Council worked with the New York State Office of Civilian
Mobilization and coordinated homefront activities such as job training, child care (as
many women entered the workforce during this time), emergency welfare, housing,
nutrition, salvage, war funds, and much more. Newsletters spotlighting efforts and
providing useful information were printed weekly, and campaigns of various kinds
focused on information security, increasing funds for the war effort, and ways to ensure
victory on a local level.

As the war ended in 1945, the need for the Albany City and County War Council
diminished and the group was disbanded in 1946.

Scope and Contents

The Albany City and County War Council Records date from 1940-1946. Much of the
original organization of the collection was retained during processing, and the collection
has been divided into six series:

Administrative, 1940-1946, contains general council organizational information,
information regarding various committees and personnel, correspondence to and from
council members, group activities, precinct informational packets, and reports.

Cities and Towns, 1941-1944, holds early information on activities in the various towns
in Albany County.

Clubs and Groups, 1942-1944, encompasses information regarding a few of the
war-related efforts made by other organizations in Albany County.

Programs, Projects, and Campaigns, 1941-1945, comprises materials on Block plans,
ceremonies, child care, education, emergency welfare, housing, nutrition, salvage, war
funds, and other activities.

Publicity, 1941-1945, is composed of general publicity information, copies of the
Defense News bulletin, campaigns, moving pictures, plays and puppet shows, radio, and
speakers.

Soldiers’ Cards, undated, consists of numerous cards containing names, service dates,
home addresses, and sporadic additional information regarding men in service and
women serving as nurses. It is unclear whether these cards reference those serving during
World War I or World War II, and further research would need to be conducted for a
definitive answer.



Contents List

The following section contains a listing of the materials in the collection.

Description Box Folder

Administrative, 1940-1946
General

Applications for State Aid/Agreements, 1944-1945 1 1
Beginnings, Defense Council, 1941-1942 2
Block Leader Reports, 1943 3
Forms, Miscellaneous, 1942-1944 4
Foster Day Care Program Outline, 1946 5
Housekeeping Service, 1945 6
Intercepted Command, Aircraft Warning Service
Recruitment, 1942

7

Publicity, General, 1942-1946 8
Retail Dealers of the City of Albany, 1942 9
Speeches by Mrs. Fitzgerald, 1941-1944 10
Student War Council, 1943-1944 11
Survey, School Lunch Program, 1945 12
Training Forms, 1942-1945 13
U.S. Citizens Service Corps, Handbook and Local
Members List, 1942-1945

14

Committees and Personnel
Advisory Committee

Agenda, 1941-1942 15
Minutes, 1941-1942 16

Civilian War Services
Agenda, 1943-1945 17
Minutes

1942-1943 2 1
1944-1945 2

Office of Civilian Mobilization, 1940-1945 3
Volunteer Office

Correspondence, 1941-1945 4
Forms, 1941-1944 5
Needs of Agencies, undated 6
Placement Reports, 1942-1945 7
Recruiting, Work Classification, 1941-1945 8

War Training Committee, Minutes and Miscellaneous,
1942-1943

9



Youth Program, General, 1942 10
Youth Services Committee

General, 1941-1945 11
Forms, 1941, 1943 12

Correspondence
Employees, 1945-1946 13
Letters of Appreciation, 1942-1945 14
Mothers of Children, 1944-1946 15
Mrs. Fitzgerald, Miscellaneous, 1943-1945 3 1
State War Council, 1941-1945 2

Group Activities
General, 1943-1945 3
Calendar of Meetings, undated 4

Precincts
Precincts Packets

Precincts 2 and 6, 1943 5
Precincts 2 and 3, 1943 6

Records Inventories
Lists of Inventories, undated 7

Reports
Material for New York State War Council Reports

Albany, 1942-1944 8
Berne, 1942-1944 9
Bethlehem, 1942-1944 10
Coeymans, 1942-1944 11
Colonie, 1942-1944 12
Green Island, 1942-1943 13
Guilderland, 1942-1944 14
Knox, 1942-1943 15
Menands, 1942-1944 16
New Scotland, 1943 17
Rensselaerville, 1942-1943 18
Westerlo, 1942-1943 19

Monthly Reports to Committee on Child Care
Developments and Protection, 1944-1946
State Office of Civilian Mobilization

Statistical, 1942-1944 21-23
Local Forms from Town Chairmen, 1943-1944 24
War Council, from the Office of Civilian
Mobilization, 1942-1945

25

Motor Transport Corps, 1942 26
Cities and Towns, 1941-1944

Berne, 1941-1942 27
Bethlehem, 1941-1942 28



Coeymans, 1941-1942 29
Cohoes, undated 30
Colonie, 1941-1943 31
Green Island, 1941-1943 32
Guilderland, 1941-1942 33
Knox, 1942 34
Rensselaerville, 1941-1943 35
New Scotland, Voorheesville, 1941-1942 36
Westerlo, 1941-1942 37
Reports from Towns, 1942-1944 38
Out of Town Defense Councils, 1941-1942 39

Clubs and Groups, 1942-1944
American Legion

Auxiliaries, 1943-1944 40
Questionnaires, 1943-1944 41

Clergy, 1943-1944 42
Merchants, Retail Association, 1942 43
National Organizations, undated 44
Oil Company Managers, Salvage of Auto Plates, 1944 45
Presidents of Welfare and Health Agencies, undated 46
Relief Organizations, undated 47
Schools, undated 48

Programs, Projects, and Campaigns, 1941-1945
Block Plan

Agenda, Minutes, 1942-1944 49
Block Leader Assignments, undated 50
Block Leader Festival, 1943-1944 51
Correspondence, 1942-1943 52

Ceremonies
Forms, 1944-1945 53
Third Anniversary, 1944 54
Fourth Anniversary, 1945 55
War Council Closing, 1945 56

Child Care
Centers and Training Courses, 1942-1945 57
Committee Minutes, 1942-1944 58
Foster Day Care, 1943-1945 59
Reports and Surveys, 1942-1945 60
School Lunch Programs, 1941-1945 61

Consumers, 1942-1943 62
Defense Week, 1941 63
Education

General File, 1941-1945 64
Auto Mechanics, undated 65



Home Nursing, 1943 66
Neighborhood Course, 1942 67
Nutrition, 1941-1942 68
Physical Fitness, 1942 69
Reports and Registrations, 1942 70
Schools and the War Committee, 1941-1944 71

Emergency Welfare
Feeding

General, 1942 4 1
Towns, 1942 2

Surveys, 1942 3
Farm Workers, Correspondence, 1944 4
“Go to School” Drive, Correspondence, undated 5
Group Activities

General, 1940-1945 6
Forms, 1943-1945 7

Health Drives, Correspondence, 1941-1942 8
Housing

General, 1945 9
Evacuation, 1941-1942 10
Homes Register Survey, 1941 11

Infantile Paralysis, General, 1945 12
National Boys and Girls Week, 1944-1945 13
Nutrition

General, 1943-1945 14
Correspondence, 1943-1945 15
Food Preservation

General, 1944-1945 16
Forms, 1944 17

Post War Planning, 1944 18
Pre-Induction

Forms, 1944 19
Information and Minutes, 1944 20

Salvage
Committee Minutes, Collection Centers, 1943-1945 21
Committee Reports, 1943-1945 22
Correspondence, 1944-1945 23

Service Men’s Register, 1944-1945 24
United National Relief and Rehabilitation Administration,
Correspondence, Local Organization, 1945

25

United Service Organizations (USO) Beginnings in Albany,
Service Men’s Material, 1941-1942

26

Veterans, 1944-1945 27
Victory Farm Corps, 1942-1943 28



Victory Gardens, Correspondence and Information, 1943-1945 29
Visiting Housekeeper Service, Correspondence and Information,
1945

30

War Forum, 1942-1944 31
War Fund

6th War Loan, 1944-1945 32
7th War Loan, 1945 33
Bonds and Stamps, 1942, 1945 34
Book and Author War Bond Drive, 1943 35
Book Campaign, 1941-1943 36

War Records, 1943-1945 37
War Show, 1944 38
Women’s Military Services, 1944 39

Publicity, 1941-1945
General

Bulletin Correspondence, 1942-1945 40
Distribution, Publicity Materials, 1941-1943 41
Library Committee, 1941-1943 42
List of Publications, Retail Merchants Association,
undated

43

Miscellaneous Information and Correspondence,
1942-1945

44

Security of Military Information, 1943 45
Slogans for Salvage, 1943 46

Art
Correspondence, 1942-1944 47
Schools, 1941-1943 48
Victory Window Display, Stores, 1942-1944 49

Defense News Bulletin
1941 50
January-June 1942 51
July-December 1942 52
January-June 1943 53
July-December 1943 54
January-June 1944 55
July-December 1944 56
January-June 1945 57
July-September 1945 58
Supplement, April – May 1944 59

Campaigns
Block Plan, 1943 60
Car Sharing, 1943 61
Citizen Unity Conference, 1943 62
Security of Military Information



Correspondence, 1943-1944 63
Forms, 1943 64
Records and Reports, 1943-1944 5 1
Talks for Children, undated 2

“V” Home Campaign, 1943 3
Victory Book Campaign, 1943 4

Moving Pictures
Local Amateur Motion Picture Society, 1942-1943 5
Moving Pictures in Local Theatres, 1943-1944 6
Moving Pictures in State Film, 1942-1943 7

Plays/Puppet Shows
“Block Out the Enemy,” undated 8
“Points to Victory,” 1943 9
Skits, undated 10
Suggested Scripts, 1943 11
“Victory’s in the Bag,” 1942 12

Radio
Correspondence, 1942-1945 13
Scripts

1941 14
January-March 1942 15
April-June 1942 16
July-September 1942 17
October-December 1942 18
January-March 1943 19
April-June 1943 20
July-September 1943 21
October-December 1943 22
January-March 1944 23
July-September 1944 24
October-December 1944 25
January-March 1945 26
April-June 1945 27
July-September 1945 28
“Extra Copies,” 1942-1945 (1/3) 29
“Extra Copies,” 1942-1945 (2/3) 6 1
“Extra Copies,” 1942-1945 (3/3) 2
Special Scripts, 1941-1945 3
Unused Scripts, 1942-1943 4
Women’s Interest Stories, 1943 5
Women’s Interest Stories, undated 7 1
Workshop, 1942 2

Speakers
Speakers Bureau



General, 1942-1944 3
Forms, 1941 4
Talks Given by Council Members, 1942 5

Soldier Cards, undated 8-9


