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Biographical/Historical
In March of 1947, a committee chaired by John D. Hatch Jr. was formed in Albany, New
York, with the purpose of providing aid through the donation of various goods including
clothing, food, and building materials to the city of Nijmegen. This city had been
devastated in the fighting of World War II. Nijmegen, a Dutch city situated on the Waal
River near the German border, with a population of roughly 100,000-120,000 at the end
of the war, suffered some of the heaviest bombings of the war, and paid a terrible cost for

liberation, including over 2,000 citizen deaths, over 3,500 homes destroyed or damaged,
and over 400 streets ruined.
The “Albany Helps Nijmegen” committee, also known as the “Albany Adopts Nijmegen”
committee, encouraged residents of the Albany area to donate a variety of items to
rehabilitate the battered city of Nijmegen. To encourage donations, the committee
emphasized the similarities between the two cities in their advertisements, including the
similar terrain and population sizes of the two cities, the historical tie of some of
Albany’s founders coming from Nijmegen, and the involvement of the 82nd Airborne
Division, which included many soldiers from the Albany area in the fight for the
liberation of Nijmegen.
This collection includes the correspondence between the chairman of the Albany
committee, John D. Hatch, Jr. and Dutch politicians including the Mayor and the
Burgomaster of Nijmegen. The collection also contains an itinerant program for the visit
of the Albany committee to Nijmegen, photographs and postcards showing views of
Nijmegen, and various newspaper clippings from both American and Dutch newspapers
containing advertisements and articles referencing the Albany Helps Nijmegen
committee.

Scope and Contents
This collection is organized in three folders containing cards and notes; photographs, and
newspapers. The main subjects in these documents are the city of Nijmegen, and the
relief effort of the Albany Helps Nijmegen Committee, mostly in the form of descriptions
of the materials wanted for donation, and some details about the state of the city of
Nijmegen.
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