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Biographical/Historical

The first chapter of the Junior League was founded in New York in 1901 by Mary
Harriman Rumsey, sister of future New York governor W. Averell Harriman. The Junior
League as a whole developed as a voluntary organization, with an emphasis on improving
the communities of its members. The Albany chapter of the Junior League, founded in
1917 under the Leadership of Laura Spencer Townsend and Grace Stevens Carter, was
one of the earliest chapters in the nation. The Junior League of Albany (JLA), which
counted among its earliest members relations of the Cornings, Huns, ElImendorfs and
Carnells, acted in its early years as a volunteer organization for women in the upper




echelons of Albany society. The JLA was an outgrowth of the Red Cross Lenten Sewing
Circle, a project for knitting clothing for soldiers fighting in World War 1.

After the end of the war, the JLA began to settle into its niche as a charitable voluntary
organization. Most of its energy was focused around organizing community service
projects that could eventually operate independently of the JLA. The organization’s
earliest projects revolved around knitting clothing and fundraising for World War I. After
the war, the JLA began to focus more on fundraising and volunteer projects meant to
improve life for Albany residents, include the formation of the West End Health Center.
During this period, the first Follies Revue was held in 1921 to raise money for the Albany
Hospital for Incurables. The League also supported the Community Chest Drive, the
Volunteer Placement Bureau, and was the first Junior League in the nation to establish a
child care program for working mothers during the Second World War.

In the years following World War 11, the JLA and the volunteer projects it supported
continued to evolve. to reflect what the League saw as the most pressing needs of the
community. In the 1950s, the Junior League began a series of radio programs that
culminated in The Price of Liberty, a series on New York State history. The League’s
Next-to-New Shop opened for the first time in 1957 and was a mainstay of the league for
almost fifty years until its closure. In 1961, the JLA provided $8,000 for the creation of
the Dutch Room at the Albany Institute of History & Art.

The JLA also evolved as women entered the workforce in greater numbers, placing
further emphasis on the professional development of its members, particularly from the
1970s onwards. The Equinox Domestic Violence Shelter and the Stenciled Strawberry
Cookbook were among the JLA’s most significant efforts in this period.

As the JLA lost its place as a center for local high society and other women’s group came
into existence from the 1960s onward, JLA membership waned. Active membership
decreased from 123 in 1957 to an active membership in the fifties by the mid-2000s,
leading to the sale of their Madison Avenue headquarters building in 2003. Even as a
smaller organization, the JLA has continued to serve as a venue for volunteer and charity
work in the Capital Region.

Scope and Contents

The Junior League of Albany Records consist primarily of materials related to the
administration and activities of the League. The collection’s strongest eras cover
approximately 1920 through 1945 and 1990 through about 2011. This collection includes
scrapbooks, financial records, subject files, meeting minutes, audiovisual materials and
historical information on the Albany Chapter of the Junior League. As the JLA had
already arranged materials on their own, original order has been retained where ever it
was deemed sensible to do so.
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Administrative Records, 1917-2016, documents the organization, administration and
management of the JLA.

- Administrative Files, 1929-2013: This sub-series includes Annual Reports,
documentation of the purchase of the former headquarters at 419 Madison Avenue,
training manuals, subject files on the JLA’s Patricia McGuinness Yates Awards, annual
member questionnaires.

- Corporate Files, 1917-2011: This sub-series includes materials related to the
incorporation of the JLA and copyrights that it holds.

- Financial Files, 1970-2016: This subseries consists of materials related to the
financial management of the JLA. Includes correspondence, prepared financial
statements, prepared tax returns, budget files, tax records for the Next to New Shop,
commercial business insurance files, and addendums and quarterly payroll reports.

Meeting Minutes, 1927-2011, consists of several subseries of meeting minutes created
by various groups, councils and committees of the JLA.

- Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, 1927-1937, 1975-2011, 1927-1937 are
in a bound volume. 1975-2011 are unbound. Subseries also includes Corresponding
Secretary’s Reports.

- Councils/Committees, 1975-2009, includes the meeting minutes of both short-
term and long-term committees within the JLA, as well as handbooks for provisional
members. Materials in this subseries are arranged by committee and chronologically.

Directories and Membership Lists, 1917-2015, consists of membership lists and
directories, along with annual reports that were often included in the JLA’s membership
directories.

Newsletters, 1928-2010, consists of the JLA’s newsletter, named at various times News
Sheet and Newsheet. Under its various names, the JLA newsletter primarily documented
league meetings, events sponsored by the League, membership changes, and sponsors.

Sustainers, 1957-2009, consists of materials sent to Sustainers, senior members of the
JLA who no longer hold active statues within the organization. This series consists of
surveys sent to members, sustainer committee handbooks, membership lists,
correspondence, activity reports, and a file on the committee’s annual Sustainer Bowl
award.

Projects, 1923-2016, documents the various projects, events and fundraisers that the JLA
organized or took part in. Materials in both the short-term and long-term subseries are
arranged as subject files and folder organization has been maintained as the JLA kept
their records. Subject files in each subseries have been maintained in their original order.

- Long-Term Projects, 1976-2016: This subseries includes materials
documenting fundraising and volunteer projects that the JLA was involved in for
extended periods of time. Events in this sub-series include the American Girl Doll
Fashion Show, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, the Capital Wrap wrapping paper, the
Stenciled Strawberry cookbook




- Short-Term Projects, 1923-2015: This subseries consists of subject files the
League maintained on volunteer projects that were active for a relatively short period of
time, such as galas, anniversary events, and one-off fundraisers. Materials in this series
include correspondence, purchase orders, memoranda, reports, press clippings, meeting
minutes.

Publications, 1921-2006, consists of materials that the JLA produced for the general
public or for communicating with the general public. Series includes letterhead, business
cards, programs from the JLA’s annual revue, brochures, and several publications
produced by or with the assistance of the JLA, including Wooden Shoes and Moccasins,
The Stenciled Strawberry Cookbook, and Going Places: A Family Guide to the Capital
Region and Beyond.

Audio/Visual Materials, 1952-2011, incudes audio and visual materials, primarily
documenting events held by the JLA. Materials include audio and video recordings on
audio and VHS cassettes, compact discs and DVDs, photographic slides, stage directions
for an 8mm film produced by the JLA along with Series also includes 6 33 1/3 Vinyl
records of the Price of Liberty, a series of recordings on New York state history for a
seventh-grade audience.

Scrapbooks, 1917-2007, contains 30 oversized scrapbooks. The scrapbooks include
newspaper articles and photographs documenting events held by the Junior League of
Albany, engagements and weddings of members.

Framed and Mounted Materials 1947-2017, consists of materials that the JLA framed,
mounted or otherwise modified to display. Series includes citations, governmental
proclamations, and mounted press coverage of the JLA’s activities.

Contents List

The following section contains a listing of the materials in the collection.
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Bylaw Changes 1976, 1993-1994
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Postal Permit Account, 2002-2009

Placement Brochures, 1985-1986, 2009

Volunteer Placement Cards, 1998-2012

Raffle Information, 2011-2012
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Strategic Planning Document, 2011

Janet Walker Obituaries, 2011
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Patricia McGuinness Yates Award Presentations, 1985-1999
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Administrative: Corporate Files

Contents of Safe Deposit Box, 1972-1990

List of Charter Members and State Incorporation Papers, 1917, 1934
State Incorporation Updates, 1945-1951

Declaration of Trust, 1953

Registration as a Charitable Corporation, 1967-2001
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New York State Tax Returns, 1989-2011
JLA Budget File, 1979-2015
Unemployment Issue with IRS, 1995-1996

Next to New Shop Personnel Practices and Employee Obituary, 1991, 2004,

undated

Next to New Shop Tax Records, 1988-1994

New York State Payroll Tax Problems, 1997-1998

New York State Unemployment Insurance, 1994-2002
Quarterly Payroll Reports, 1994-1995

Quarterly Payroll Reports, 1996

Quarterly Payroll Reports, 1997

Quarterly Payroll Reports, 2000

Quarterly Payroll Reports, 2001

Quarterly Payroll Reports, 2002

Directors and Officers Liability Insurance, 1991-2011
Commercial Business Insurance [1 of 2], 2007-2011
Commercial Business Insurance [2 of 2], 2007-2011
Commercial Crime Policy, 2000

Disability Insurance, 2000

Business Checking Account Statements, 2011-2013
Fundraising and Development, 2015-2016

Vanguard Account File, 2006-2012

Wayne Higdon 25th Hour Accounting Solutions Agreement and
Correspondence, 2010

Financial Guidelines and Procedures Sample, circa 2007
Junior League International Policy and Procedures Files, 2007
Treasurer and Finance Committee Procedures, 1990-2007
Community Foundation for the Capital Region, 2005-2012
Community Foundation Endowment, 2005-2007
Community Foundation Recommendation and Comments, 2007
M.J. Rockwell Scholarship Fund Correspondence, 2010-2011
Tribute Fund Statements and Correspondence, 1994-2000
Vanguard Tribute Fund Work, 2007-2011

MJ Rockwell Donation, 1995

Merchant Credit Card Accounts, 2009

Paypal Records, 2009

Vanguard Account Creation, 2011

M&T Bank Account, 2007

CPA and Bookkeeper Solicitation Materials, 1986-1994
JLA Financial Statements, 1986-1993

JLA Financial Statements, 1994-1996

JLA Financial Statements, 1997

JLA Financial Statements, 1998-1999

JLA Financial Statements, 1999
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JLA Financial Statements, 2003-2008

Finance and Budget Correspondence, 2010-2011
JLA Financial Statements [1 of 2], 2009-2012
JLA Financial Statements [2 of 2], 2009-2012
Finance Committee Meeting Minutes, 1990-2007
Check Register, 1985-1994

Check Register, 2005-2007
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Public Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes, 1991-1994

Public Relations Committee Meeting Minutes, 1991-1994

Publications Committee Meeting Minutes, 1989-2002

Social Events Committee Meeting Minutes, 1991-1996
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Annual Directory, 1973-1975

Annual Directories and Membership Lists, 1979-1980
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Next Step Halfway House, 1974-1979

Ten Broeck Mansion Bicentennial Parade, 1975

Ten Broeck Mansion Bicentennial Herb Garden, 1975-1976

Next to New Rummage Sale, 1975 November 21-22

Impact Criminal Justice Project, 1975-1976

Preservation Interest Group and Historic Albany Brochure Printing, 1975-1978
Widowed Persons Service Project, 1976
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"Access to Capitaland™ Guidebooks and Architectural Accessibility Projects,

1976

Tennis Exhibition between Rod Laver and Roy Emerson, 1976 October 10
Child Advocacy Project, 1976-1978

Child Abuse and Neglect Council, 1976-1980

Albany League of Arts: Youth Festival Week, 1976-1978
Hope House Adolescent Treatment Program, 1977

Holiday Cookbook, 1977

JLA 60th Anniversary Event Correspondence, 1977-1978

St. Anne Institute VVolunteer Work, 1977-1979

Kidspace Project Correspondence, 1977

Marionette Project, 1978

Equinox Youth Shelter Project: Runaway Script, 1978-1980
Project Equinox Refer Switchboard and Food Program, 1977-1979
Milk for Life Interest Group, 1979-1982

Summary of 1970s Projects Undertaken by JLA, 1979
Kidney Foundation Printed Materials, 1980

St. Peter's Hospice Project Contract, 1980-1981

St. Peter's Hospice Project Proposal, 1980

St. Peter's Hospice Project Committee Minutes, 1980-1981
St. Peter's Hospice Project Brochures, 1980-1981

St. Peter's Hospice Project Correspondence, 1980-1982

St. Peter's Hospice Project Slide Show Production, 1980-1982
St. Peter's Hospice Project Slide Show Script, 1982

St. Peter's Hospice Project Supporting Documents and Press Clippings, 1978-

1981

Emergency Medical Release Form, circa 1980

Ronald McDonald House, 1981

Affirmative Action / IMPACT Project, 1981

Northeast Family and Children's House Inc., 1980-1981

Accents Boutique, 1982

Court Referred Volunteer Program Alternative Sentencing, 1982
Albany Institute of History and Art Dutch Room Renovation, 1983
Going Places Book, 1983

Breast Cancer Awareness, 1984

Empire State Regatta, 1984-1985

Albany Institute Festival of Trees, 1985

Tricentennial Trunk, 1986

Albany Tricentennial Play written by JLA Sustainer Elizabeth Ruthman [2
copies], 1986

Discovery Center, 1986

Child Cancer Care, 1986

Albany Area Housing Opportunities, 1986

Samaritan Interest Group, 1986

Washington Park City Fair, 1986 October 11-12
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Parsons Child and Family Center Children's Library, 1987

Equinox Domestic Violence Center, 1987

Kidtalk Child Abuse Prevention Program, 1987

AIDS Interest Group, 1987

JLA 70th Anniversary Celebration, 1988 March 5

Senior Services Center, 1988

Capital Repertory Theater, 1988

Regional Food Bank, 1988

Grantsmanship Center Training Program, 1989

Rodeo Fundraiser Promotional Material, 1989

Rodeo Media Kit, 1989

Rodeo Committee Minutes, 1989

Rodeo Budget File, 1989

Rodeo Committee Sponsorship Insurance Materials and Contracts, 1989
Rodeo Committee Evaluation and Publicity Materials, 1989
Kaleidoscope Arts Exhibit, 1992

Food Shuttle Project Reference Manual, 1992

Designs for Healing Project at Albany Medical Center's Women's Health Unit,
1992-1994

Food Shuttle Correspondence and Planning Files, 1992-1994

JLA 75th Anniversary Reception at City Hall, 1991-1992

Summer Arts Opportunity Workshop, 1996

Rich Charette and the Bubblegum Band Fundraisers, 1994-1995

JLA 80th Anniversary Celebration at Jack's Oyster House Committee Meeting
Minutes and Programs, 1997-1998

South End Weed and Feed Program, 1998

Junior League Centennial Celebration at Governor's Mansion, 2001
JLA Garage Sale, 2001

Helping Baby Grow Program Funding, Meeting Minutes and Description of
Need, 2001-2002

Helping Baby Grow Room to Grow and Other Programs, 2001-2002
Dine By Design at Pruyn House Historic and Cultural Center, 2004
Kids in the Kitchen Provisional Class Project, 2007

JLA 90th Anniversary Gala, 2007

American Red Cross Presentation, 2008

Early Childhood Project, 2008

Rock for Reading Event Press Clippings, 2010

Junior League of Albany Membership Meetings at Crossings of Colonie, 2010-
2011

Equinox Domestic Violence Center 25th Anniversary Celebration, 2015
Touch a Truck Monster Truck Fundraising Action Plan, 2015

JLA Centennial Gala Program, 2017

Publications

Nine O'Clock Revue, 1921

Junior League Revue Program, 1922

43
43
43
43
43
43
43
43
43
44
44
44
44
44
44
44
44

44
44
45
45
45

45
45
45
45

45
45
45
45
45
45
45
45

45
45
45

45
45

PNONNRPRE R R R R R
PO ©OWOW~NO®UA~W

O oo NO O~ W

el
— o



Junior League Revue Program, 1923

Junior League Revue Program, 1924

Junior League Revue Program, 1925

Junior League Revue Program, 1927

Junior League Revue Program, 1937

Junior League Revue Program, 1948

Junior League Revue Program, 1951

Junior League Revue Program, 1955

Junior League Revue Program, 1960

Junior League Revue Program, 1967

50th Anniversary Program, 1967

75th Anniversary Program, 1992

80th Anniversary Program, 1997

Junior League International Centennial Celebration, 2001

Junior League of Albany Centennial Gala, 2017

Brochures and Public Relations Materials, 1950-2015

Wooden Shoes and Moccasins, 1974

Going Places: A Family Guide to the Capital District and Beyond, 1983
Wooden Shoes and Moccasins Reprint, 1985

Stenciled Strawberry Cookbook 20th Anniversary Edition [1 of 2], 2005
Stenciled Strawberry Cookbook 20th Anniversary Edition [2 of 2], 2005

A is for Albany: An Adventure Through the Capital Region, 2006

Access to Capitaland: Accessibility Guide for the Handicapped and Aging,
undated

Letterhead and Envelopes, undated

Business Cards and Window Stickers, undated

Audio/Visual Materials

The Price of Liberty Press Coverage and Background Information, 1952, 2011
Super Leaguer Project File and Stage Directions [Sally Ten Eyck has Super
8mm Film], 1971

"Runaways" Slide Presentation and Audio Cassette and USB Drive of Scans,
1978

WAMC Radio with JLA Past President Karen Curran on opening of Next-to-
New Shop Cassette, 1979 March 6

419 Madison Avenue Grand Opening Cocktail Party, 1979 June

"Battered Lives" VHS Tape, 1992

Junior League of Albany 75th Anniversary Photographic CD [3 copies], circa
1992

Rape Awareness Conference VHS Tape, 1993 March

Holiday House Promo for Channel 13 VHS Tape, circa 1995

JLA Secretary Materials DVD, 2003-2004

DVD of Minutes, Agendas, Capital Connection Articles and Redbook, 2003-
2005

American Girl Fashion Show Performance Tips VHS Tape, 2004

Old JLA Redbook Files DVD, 2004-2005
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JLA Finance Forms DVD, 2005-2006

DVD of Photographs of JLA Active Members, 2005-2006
DVD of Bulletin Pictures, Possibly from Kids in the Kitchen Event, 2006
JLA 90th Anniversary Materials Scanned onto 14 DVDs, 2007
Kathryn Bamberger JLA Past President Files on DVVD, 2007-2008
JLA Sustainer Events Photograpic DVDs, 2008-2010

JLA History Presentation DVD and Edited Version by Sustainers Joan
McKinnock, Grace Crary, Stana Iseman and Mary Lentini and Flash Drive,
2010 April 20

Junior League International History Slides, undated

Ten Broeck Mansion Picnic Slides and DVD Copy, undated
AJLI Convention [Possibly in Miami?], undated

VHS of Gilda Radner ABC Movie, undated

Eco-Logic Gift Certificate VHS Tape, undated

Price of Liberty 33 1/3 Vinyl Recordings (6 Records)
Scrapbooks

Index of Scrapbooks, undated

Scrapbook #1, 1917

Scrapbook #2, 1922-1924

Scrapbook #3, 1924

Scrapbook #4, 1922-1927

Scrapbook #5, 1928-1931

Scrapbook #6, 1931-1934

Scrapbook #7, 1934-1937

Scrapbook #8, 1933-1934, 1948, 1955, 1960, 1967

Scrapbook #9, 1937-1942

Scrapbook #10, 1942-1947

Scrapbook #11, 1947-1950

Scrapbook #12, 1952-1953

Scrapbook #13, 1955-1957

Scrapbook #14, 1958

Scrapbook #15, 1959-1960

Scrapbook #16-a, 1961-1964

Scrapbook #16-b, 1963

Scrapbook #17, 1962

Scrapbook #18, 1966-1971

Scrapbook #19 [1 of 2], 1960-1973

Scrapbook #19 [2 of 2], 1960-12973

Scrapbook #20 [1 of 2], 1973-1977

Scrapbook #20 [2 of 2], 1973-1977

Scrapbook #21, 1976-1979

Scrapbook #22, 1979-1980

Scrapbook #23, 1981-1984

Scrapbook #24, 1981-1985
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Scrapbook #25, 1985-1989
Scrapbook #26, 1991-1993
Scrapbook #27, 1992

Scrapbook #28, 1997-2007

Framed and Mounted Materials

Citations and Awards, 1947-1957

JLA Award Certificates, 1995, 2008

Unframed Photographs of JLA Award Presentations, 2015

New York State Senate Proclamations and Resolutions, 1998-2015
New York State Assembly Proclamations, 2007, 2015

Albany County Executive Proclamations, 1998, 2017

City of Albany Proclamations, 1985, 2017

Congressional Recognition of the JLA Certificate, 2015
Governmental Citations, Proclamations and Resolutions, 1992, 1993, 2007,
2017

Mounted Letter of Thanks from the Audubon International, 2000

State Legislature Resolution Commemorating the JLA's 75th Anniversary,
1992

List of Sustainer and Past President Donors for Opening of New Headquarters,
1979

Press Coverage of the JLA's Food Shuttle Program and the Albany Medical
Center Women's Unit Redecoration, 1992, 1994

Mounted Letters from Barbara Bush, Mario Cuomo and Bill Clinton, 1992,
1998
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