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Collection Summary 
Collection Title: The Pruyn Family Papers 

 
Call Number: JQ 84-08 

 
Creators:  Justine Pruyn Trowbridge, Erving Pruyn, John V.L. Pruyn Jr., and John V.L. 

Pruyn Sr. 

 
Inclusive Dates:  1679-1978 

 
Bulk Dates:  1770-1865; 1950-1968 

 
Abstract:  The Pruyn Family Papers contains documents relating to three consecutive 

generations of the John Pruyn Family, along with genealogies and personal papers of 

more distant family relations.  An autograph collection of presidents, statesmen, and local 

historic figures is included.  The ownership of 43-45 North Pearl Street is documented 

from the first sale in 1679 to the last in 1968.  The estates of Eleanor Erving, Justine 

Bayard Erving and Van Rensselaer Pruyn are also documented.  

 
Quantity:  7 boxes, 27.5 linear inches, + one oversize box 

 

 

 

Administrative Information 
Custodial History:  The bulk of the collection comes from the gift of Mrs. Justine Pruyn 

Trowbridge of Brattleboro, VT in September 1985.  It may have been a gift of the estate.  

Some items may have come from other members of the Pruyn family, however, those 

records are not documented.  There is an appraisal on record, done in 1985 by the Bryn 

Mawr Bookshop.   Most of the books that have been removed from the collection into 

special collections, or the general collection were accessioned in 1997.  

 

Preferred Citation: Pruyn Family Papers 1679-1978, JQ 84-08, Albany Institute of 

History and Art Library, New York. 

 

Acquisition Information: 

Accession #:  unknown 



Accession Date:  1985, 1997 

 

Processing Information: 

Final Processing and Finding Aid By/Date:  Heather Harrington, October 2003 

 

 

Restrictions 
Restrictions on Access:  Series 3, Box 3, Folder 1, The Estate Papers of Van Rensselaer 

Pruyn are restricted due to sensitive personal information.   

   

Restrictions on Use:  The above items may be used with permission and editing by staff.  

 

 

Index Term 
Persons: Pruyn, John V.L. Sr.; Pruyn, John V.L. Jr.; Pruyn, Erving; Pruyn, Harriet 

Corning Turner; Pruyn, Anna Fen Parker; Pruyn, Hendrik (Van Rensselaer); Erving, 

Justine Bayard; Hancock, John; Clay, Henry; Van Buren, Martin; Buchanan, James; Polk, 

James K.; Roosevelt, Theodore; Van Rensselaer, Stephen; Bleeker, Harmonus; Erving, 

Eleanor C.; Emes, Ezra; Pruyn, Auugstus; Shirley, Governor William; Shirley Family; 

Schuyler Family; Van Rensselaer Family; Lansing Family; Lansing, Christopher; 

Langdon family; Pruyn, David; Pruyn, Casparus; Pruyn, Cornelia Van Rensselaer Erving; 

Turner family; Weld family;  

 

Organizations: Tiffany and Co.; Frick Library; Whitney and Co.;    

 
 

Subjects: Genealogy; estate management; property management; property rental; family 

history;   

 

 

Places: New York (State)—Albany; New York (State)—New York City; Albany—North 

Pearl Street; Albany—Elk Street;    

 

 

Document Types:  Journals; correspondence; books; personal papers; photographs; 

postcards; maps; wills;  

 

   

Titles: Heraldry by Ezra Emes; Notes on Various Island Towns on the Mediterranean.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



History of the Pruyn Family 

The Pruyn family of Albany is one of the oldest and most esteemed families in the area.  

The family is of a Holland-Dutch background and was one of the original Dutch families 

in the area.  One of the earliest ancestors of the Pruyns was Casparus Pruyn.  He was born 

in Albany in 1734. His son, David Pruyn (1771-1843) married Hibertje Lansing (1773-

1855) the daughter of Christopher Lansing (1743-1819), thus establishing the family 

name of Hibertje and the connection to the Lansing family. David and Hibertje had three 

children, Catherine (1803-1885), Lansing (1805-1877) and John Van Schaick Lansing 

Pruyn (1811-1877).  At the time of John’s birth, the Pruyns had resided in Albany for 

over two centuries.   

 John V.L. Pruyn, as he was known, grew up in the Dutch Reformed Church of 

Albany. Later, he joined the Protestant Episcopal Church, where he served as vestryman 

of St. Peter’s Church. John attended the Albany Academy in 1824. He had degrees from 

Rutgers College in 1835, Union College in 1845 and the University of Rochester in 1852.  

He became a lawyer in 1832.  In 1833, he entered a partnership with Henry Martin.  

Later, he formed a partnership with John H. Reynolds.  He served as State Senator in 

1861, and in the United States Congress in 1863-65 and in 1867-69 terms. Among his 

other appointments, he was a Regent of the State University of New York, Chancellor of 

the same, Director and Vice President of the Albany City Bank, member of such clubs as 

the New York and Wisconsin Historical Societies, the Union and Century Clubs and 

President of the St. Stephen’s College in Annandale, New York, a training school for the 

Protestant Episcopal Church. In 1831, he became a member of the Albany Institute.  He 

became president of the Institute in 1857 and served until his death in 1877.  He was also 

Director of the Mohawk and Hudson River Railroad, and one of the original Capitol 

Commissioners of the New York Central Railroad.  It was he who laid the first stone of 

that railroad in 1869. He died in Clifton Springs, New York, following a long illness.   

 John was married twice in his life.  His first wife was the niece of Erastus 

Corning, Harriet Corning Turner (1822-1859). Harriet gave birth to six children, of 

which, only two lived into adulthood.  The first child, Erastus Corning Pruyn (1841-

1881) died of meningitis on the Canary Islands. The second child, Harriet Catherine died 

as a child of scarlet fever.  The third child and fourth, May Weld, and Harriet Corning, 

both died as babies.  The fifth child was a stillborn male.  The sixth child was John V.L. 

Pruyn Jr.  Harriet died shortly after giving birth to him. 

 John’s second wife was Anna Fen Parker (1840-1909).  She gave birth to two 

children, both girls.  The first, Harriet Langdon Pruyn (1868-1939) married into the Rice 

family.  The second daughter, Huybertie Lansing Pruyn (1873-1964) married into the 

Hamlin family.  

 John Van Schaick Lansing Pruyn Jr. (1859-1904) became a lawyer like his father.  

He attended Miss Gaylord’s school in Catskill, St. Paul’s School in Concord, NH, as well 

as Union College where he graduated in 1880 or 1881.  He later attended Albany Law 

School.  Like his father, John was also an active member of the Albany community.  He 

was an active member of the Fort Orange Club and the Metropolitan Club in New York 

City.  He was Alderman at Large of Albany in 1887-88. He was Vice President of the St. 

Stephen’s College in Barrytown. He was a member of the Holland Society and the St. 

Nicholas Society.  During the last years of his life, he lived in New York City where he 

was the Chairman of the Boer Relief Fund, and Vice President of the Netherlands 



Chamber of Commerce. John died in New York City of pneumonia at age 46.  He is 

buried in the Albany Rural Cemetery.  

 He married Cornelia Van Rensselaer Erving (1865-1931) in 1895.  They had three 

children, all males.  The first, John V.L. Pruyn the 3
rd

 died after less than one year of age.  

The second son, Erving Pruyn was born in 1897. Erving married Carolyn Prentice in 

1926.  The youngest was Hendrik Pruyn (1900-1969).  He later changed his name to Van 

Rensselaer Pruyn.  

 Of further note, are some cousins and aunts and uncles of the two Johns 

mentioned above.  First, Justine Bayard Erving (1881-1955) was the sister of Cornelia 

V.R. Erving, sister-in-law to John V.L. Pruyn Jr. and aunt to Erving Pruyn.   

 Second, Robert H. Pruyn and Augustus Pruyn  are the second cousins of John 

V.L. Pruyn Jr.  Robert C. Pruyn and Charles Lansing Pruyn are the second cousins once 

removed of John V.L. Pruyn Jr.   

 

Scope and Contents of the Records 
The Collection covers the time period from 1679 up until 1978, with most of the material 

falling into two time periods, 1770-1865, and 1950-1968.  The collection covers several 

generations of the John V.L. Pruyn Family.  John Sr. and his son John Jr. each have a 

series.  John’s son, Erving Pruyn is the creator of series 5 and parts of series 6.  He was 

the executor of his aunt Justine Erving’s estate.   The collection contains correspondence, 

personal journals, passports, estate papers, bank statements, wills, leases, photographs, 

bookplates, and many books.  The majority of the books have been removed to special 

collections or the general collection, see the explanation in Related Materials below.  The 

books are generally family histories, or travel books acquired by various Pruyn relatives 

over the years. Several bibles are also included that detail some of the Pruyn genealogy.  

Some material, such as the bibles, a folder in series 3 is written in Dutch.  The collection 

also contains an autograph collection of presidential signatures and historic figures.  

These signatures are found on personal correspondence and certificates collected by a 

member of the Pruyn family over the course of many years. The Van Rensselaer Pruyn 

Estate Papers found in Series 3 have restricted access because of sensitive personal 

information revealed in them.  The oversize box contains the collection of photographs of 

the Pruyn family, large certificates, and the bookplates of John V.L. Pruyn Sr. The 

journals of John Jr., and his mother Harriet, are bound in book form. Three books are still 

part of the collection, one in Series 2, the others in series 3.  The genealogies in this 

collection appear to have been started during the lifetime of John Jr.  They trace back the 

ancestry of his family, and that of his wife’s Cornelia Van Rensselaer Erving Pruyn.   

 

 

 

 

Organization of the Records 
The Collection is organized into six series.  

 The first series, The John V.L. Pruyn Sr. Papers, consist of correspondence, 

journals, and personal papers of John Sr., his wives, and acquaintances.  All of the items 

in this series relate to this first generation of the Pruyns. It contains letters to and from 

John V.L. Pruyn Sr. to various friends and family members.  The series also contains 



passports of John and his second wife Anna.  Four personal journals belonging to his first 

wife, Harriet, are also in this series.  John V.L. Pruyn’s bookplates are included in this 

series.  

 The second series, The John V.L. Pruyn Jr. Papers, consists of journals and 

other documents relating to the life of John Jr. and  his wife. It consists of John’s personal 

journals, his obituaries and memory book, clippings of his hair, taken upon his death, and 

ancestral charts filled out by and for John and his wife Cornelia.   

 The third series, Related Family Papers and Genealogy, consists of genealogies 

of different families related to the Pruyns through marriage or blood, as well as 

genealogies of the Pruyn family.  It contains smaller sets of personal papers from 

different relatives of John Sr. and John Jr.  Erving Pruyn, Van Rensselaer Pruyn, David 

Pruyn, and Casparus Pruyn are represented.  Additionally, this series also contains 

miscellaneous family photographs and postcards made by Augustus Pruyn.  

 The fourth series, the Autograph Collection,  is a group of documents collected 

by a member of the Pruyn family that are signed by historic New Yorkers and Americans.  

They are a separate collection because the dates of the documents span both lifetimes of 

John Sr. and John Jr. Also, none of the documents are addressed to members of the Pruyn 

family.  The collection includes signatures of John Hancock, Henry Clay, Martin Van 

Buren, James Buchanan, James K. Polk, Theodore Roosevelt, Stephen Van Rensselaer 

and Harmanus Bleeker.  

 The fifth series, the Estate of Justine Bayard Erving Papers, consists of the 

papers accumulated by Erving Pruyn in settling the estate of his aunt.  Justine Bayard 

Erving was a relative on his mother’s side of the family.  The papers contain bank 

statements and cancelled checks of the estate account, as well as inventories of the estate.  

Included is a folder of the Eleanor C. Erving Estate Papers.  Eleanor was Justine’s sister 

who had died several years before Justine herself.  At the time of Justine’s death, she had 

been dealing with the estate of her sister.  Upon Justine’s death, Erving became executor 

of both of their estates. Finally, a biography of Justine, written at the time of her death, 

and copies of paintings willed to the Frick Library are included in this series.   

 The sixth and last series, the North Pearl Street Residence Papers, consists of 

deeds, leases and other legal papers relating to the Pruyn house on North Pearl Street.  

The deeds, will, and indentures that trace the property back to the 1600s to the first Pruyn 

ownership, and continue up until it was sold in 1968.  The series contains correspondence 

with the Whitney Company, who leased the house to use as part of their store from 1921 

until 1968. The series documents the history and bankruptcy of the Whitney Co., and the 

subsequent sale of the property to New York State.  

 

 

 

 

Related Material 
Other Collections: 
1.  Huybertie Pruyn Hamlin Papers—AF 121—daughter of John V.L. Pruyn Sr. 

2.  Lansing Family Papers—CA 501—maternal relatives of John Sr.  

3.  Robert H. Pruyn Papers—CH 532—cousin of John Jr.  

4.  Harriet Langdon Pruyn Rice Papers—AN 162—daughter of John Sr.  



5.  Schuyler Family Papers—CX 555—relatives of the Pruyns 

6.  Catherine Van Rensselaer Collection—G 1101—needlepoint collection of Miss 

Rensselaer, relative of Pruyn family. 

7.  Corning Family Papers—AP 166—Contains records of Erastus Corning the first, the 

uncle of Harriet Turner Pruyn 

8.  Autograph Collection—CP 547—contains autographs of other presidents 

9.  Albany Institute Records, 1824-1900—Covers John V.L. Pruyn Sr.’s membership and 

presidency  

 

Biography File: 
Pruyn, Anna Parker 

Pruyn, Robert Hewson 

Pruyn, John V.L. (This file contains two copies each of the pamphlets found in Box 1, 

folder 8.) 

Pruyn, Family 

Hamlin, Huybertie Pruyn 

Erving, William Rensselaer (This file contains 3 copies of a booklet published by James 

T White and Company, New York.  This item was originally listed on the inventory of 

the collection.  It is believed that one or all of these copies were originally part of this 

collection.)  

 

Vertical File: 
Pruyn House (Albany, N.Y.) 

 

General Book Collection: 
Hamlin, Huybertie Pruyn, An Albany Girlhood. Edited by Alice P. Kenney. Albany: 

Washington Park Press, 1990.   

Call number is: 92 HAM KEN 1990  

 

Separated Materials: 
The following list of books have been moved to special collections:  
 

A Choice Collection of the Principal Views of Rome, sold by L. Piale.  

Call number is: SpC 914.5632 CHO 

 

Ancestral Sketches and Records of Olden Times. New York: Anson D.F. Randolph & Co. 

 1882. (2 copies). 

Call number is: SpC 929.2 VAN R 1882 c.1  

 

Binney, C.J. F. The History and Genealogy of the Prentice or Prentiss Family, in New  

England from 1631 to 1852. Boston: 1852.  

Call number is: SpC 929.2 PREN 

 
The Book of Common Prayer, Boston: E.P. Dutton and Co., 1864.  

Call number is: SpC 264.03 EPI 1864 

 



The Book of the Irvings, etc., Aberdeen: Rosemount Press, n.d.  

Call number is: SpC OV 929.2 IRVING 

 

 
The English Version of the Polyglott Bible. London: William Mason, 1817.  

Call number is: SpC 220.52032 Bi 1823 

 
Findlay, Alexander G. A Classical Atlas.  New York: Harper Brothers Publishers, n.d. 

Call number is: SpC 912.3 FIN 

 
Goldsmith’s Roman History. Philadelphia: printed and published by Ambrose Walker,  

 1818. 

Call number is: SpC 937 GOL ROM 1818 c. 1 

 
Hayley, William, The Triumphs of Temper, A Poem.  London: William Mason, 1817.  

Call number is: SpC 821 HAY 

 
Memorials of Mrs. John V.L. Pruyn, privately printed, Albany, 1859 (4 copies).  

Call number is: SpC 92 PRU c. 1 

   SpC 92 PRU c. 2 

   SpC OV 92 PRU c. 3 

 
Potsdam’s Bauwerke in Malerischen Ansichten.  

Call number is: Sp C 720.22 PUTS 

 
Principal Vedute di Bologna, Prezzo Paoli Dieci.  

Call number is: SpC 914.4541 PRIN 

 
The Psalms of David. Albany: Charles R. and George Webster, 1796.  

Call number is: SpC 223.5 BI 1796 c. 1 

 
Rhetorique Francaise, a L’Usage Des Jeunes Demoiselles.  Par Gaillard.  

Call number is: SpC 808.044 GAI 

 
Rice, Harriet Langdon Pruyn, In the Carillon Country: Journals of Belguim and the  

Netherlands,  1933.  

Call number is: SpC 789.5 RIC IN 1933 

 
The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon (Washington Irving).  Paris: Baudry’s European  

Library, 1846.  

Call number is: SpC 817 IRV 

 
Souvenirs de Fontainebleau.  

Call number is: SpC 914.437 DEN 

 
Souvenirs de la Suisse, Oberland.  



Call number is: SpC 914.4947 SOU 

 
Vues de la ville et du chateau de Heidelberg: Historire, description, plan de la ville et du  

 Chateau, by K. Lindemann & F. Wurthle.  

Call number is:  SpC 720.22 FRO 

 
Vues de Rome Anciennes et modernes.  

Call number is:  SpC 914.4563 NUO 

 
Vues du Rhin: “Le Rhin Pittoresque ou choix dex plus belles vues depuis Mayence jusqu  

a Cologne.”  

Call number is:  SpC 914.4341 RHI 

 
Weston, Mrs. M.C. Catechism on the Doctrines, Usages, and Holy Days of the Protestant  

Episcopal Church.  2
nd

 edition, New York: General Protestant Episcopal S.  

School Union and Church Book Society, c. 1861.   

Call number is:  SpC 238.4 WES 

 
Wheeler, William A.  An Explanatory and Pronouncing Dictionary of the Noted Names  

of Fiction. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1892.  

Call number is:  SpC 820.03 WHE 

 

The following list of books have been moved to the general collection: 

 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The American Wing, and addition containing the great 

 hall from the Van Rensselaer Manor House. Section II of the Bulletin of the  

 Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York Dec., 1931.  

Call number is: 708.1471 MMA AME 1935 

 

Mayo, Lawrence Shaw. John Langdon of New Hampshire. Concord, N.H.: The Runford 

 Press, 1937.  

Call number is: 92 LAN 

 

Van Rensselaer, Kiliaen. The Van Rensselaers of Rensselaerwyck. Reprinted from the  

 New York Historical Society Quarterly Bulletin, Jan. 1945.  

Call number is: 929.2 VanR 1945 cop. 3 

 

Washington, Jefferson and “Citizen” Genet, 1793 (pamphlet).  

Call number is: 974.703092 GEN Cop. 1-2 

 

William Parker Prentice Florence Kelly Prentice: A Memoir, 1925.  

Call number is: 92 PRE 

 

The following have been removed to the Bible Collection: 
 

#62 in Bible Collection—1702 bible of Pruyn family, written in Dutch.  Copies of  



genealogy on file in the Bible Collection. 

 

#103 in Bible Collection—1710 bible of Pruyn family, written in Dutch. Copies of  

 genealogy on file in the Bible Collection.  

#116 in Bible Collection—1869 bible of John V.L. Pruyn Jr. Printed in London by 

George E. Eyre and William Spottiswoode.  Copies of genealogies found inside book are 

on file.  

 

The following are unaccounted for, and/or are missing: 
 

Humpreys, Mary Gay.  Catherine Schuyler (Women of Colonial and Revolutionary  

         Times Series), New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1897.  (This item has a call      

Number of SpC 92 SCH c. 2) Copy 2 cannot be located at this time.  

 

Bible of Samuel Pruyn. (This item is #114 in the Bible Collection) It cannot be located at  

this time.  There may be copies of the genealogy from this book on file in the 

Bible collection.  

 

The Bulletin of the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, Vol. XII,  

no. 2, Oct. 1921. (This item, believed to be one issue or article, cannot be located  

in the periodical section, the special collections or the general collection.) 

 

The New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, Vol. XII, no. 3, July 1882. (This  

item, believed to be one issue or article cannot be located in the periodical section, 

with the rest of this journal, or in any other area at this time.) 

 

Memorials of Mrs. John V.L. Pruyn, (copy 4) privately printed, Albany, 1859.  The other  

 three copies of this book are located in special collections, (see above for call  

 numbers). Copy 4’s whereabouts are unknown at this time.  In the accession  

 record for these items, it is noted that only 2 copies would be kept.  Therefore, it  

is possible that copy 4 is longer in the collection and removed from the Institute.  

 

 

The following have been permanently removed from the collection: 

 
Munsell, Joel.  Annals of Albany. Albany: J. Munsell, 1850. 10 volumes. (Noted in   

  Accession record that this item was exchanged for items 1999.52-.56.  

 

Stevens, Frank Walker. The Beginnings of the New York Central Railroad: A History.  

          New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1926. (Noted in accession record “not keeping.”   

 However, in the general book collection, 385.0974 STE BEG 1926 c. 2 may be 

this item.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Detailed Description of the Collection 

 

The following section contains a detailed listing of the materials in the collection. 

 

 

Series 1: The John V.L. Pruyn Sr. Papers 

 

Box # Folder # Title / Description 

1 1 Certificates to John V.L. Pruyn, 1832,1836,1871 

1 2 Letters to John V.L. Pruyn, 1808, 1845-49,1853,1865,1868,1875 

1 3 Letters from W. Kent, 1836-37 

1 4 Letters from John V.L. Pruyn Sr. to John V.L. Pruyn Jr., 1868-75 

1 5 
Letters from Anna Parker Pruyn to John V.L. Pruyn Jr., 1873, 

1878 

1 6 Letters to Mrs. Anna Pruyn, 1870, 1883, 1889, 1902 

1 7 Miscellaneous Letters 

1 8 Miscellaneous Papers of John V.L. Pruyn 

1 9 John V.L. Pruyn Bookplates, no date 

1 10 Passports of Mr. And John V.L. Pruyn, 1860, 1865,1875, 1899 

1 11 Account Book of John V.L. Pruyn, no date 

1 12 Journals of Mrs. Harriet Turner Pruyn, 1850-51 

1 13 Journals of Mrs. Harriet Turner Pruyn, 1846, no date 

4 -- Bookplates in Tiffany and Co. blue box, no date 

 

 

 

Series 2: The John V.L. Pruyn Jr. Papers 

 

1 14 Journal of John V.L. Pruyn Jr., 1878 

2 1 Journal of John V.L. Pruyn Jr., 1881 

2 2 Journal of John V.L. Pruyn Jr., 1882 

2 3 Journal of John V.L. Pruyn Jr., 1893 

2 4 Journal of John V.L. Pruyn Jr., 1895-96 

2 5 Ancestral Tablets of John V.L. Pruyn, Jr. 

2 6 Ancestral Charts of Cornelia Van Rensselaer Erving Pruyn 

2 7 John V.L. Pruyn Jr. Memorial Book, 1904 

2 8 John V.L. Pruyn Jr. Obituaries and Hair Samples, 1904 

 

Series 3: Related Family Papers and Genealogy 

 

2 9 Casparus Pruyn Family Papers 

2 10 Memorials for Mr. And Mrs. David Pruyn, 1843, 1855 

3 1 Van Rensselaer (Hendrik) Pruyn Estate Papers 

3 2 Erving Pruyn Papers, 1904, 1919, 1924, 1926, 1934, 1978 



3 3 Pruyn Family Genealogy 

3 4 Pruyn Family Coat of Arms 

3 5 Misc. Family Coats of Arms 

3 6 Erving Family Genealogy 

3 7 Langdon Family Papers, 1781, 1786,1808 

3 8 Langdon Estate Papers 

3 9 Christopher Lansing Deed, 1799 

3 10 Certificate to Christopher Lansing, 1770 

3 11 Lansing and Pruyn Houses 

3 12 Phillips Family Genealogy 

3 13 Schuyler Family Genealogy 

3 14 Shirley Family Genealogy 

3 15 Gov. William Shirley Papers, 1754, 1770 

3 16 Shirley-Eustis House, 1915, 1921, 1967-68, 1973 

3 17 Turner Family Genealogy 

3 18 Van Rensselaer Family Genealogy 

3 19 Weld Family Genealogy 

3 20 Misc. Pruyn Papers 

3 21 Correspondence, Misc. Papers in Dutch 

4 1 Certificates to Erving Pruyn, 1914, 1918, 1921, 1959, 1965 

4 2 Augustus Pruyn Postcards of Albany 

4 3 Misc. Family Photographs 

4 4 New York City Map, 1829 

5 1 Notes on Various Island Towns on the Mediterranean 

5 2 Heraldry by Ezra Emes, 1786 

 

Series 4: Autograph Collection 

 

5 3 Certificate signed by John Hancock, 1777 

5 4 Letter from Henry Clay, 1816 

5 5 Letter from Martin Van Buren, 1833 

5 6 Letter from James Buchanan, no date 

5 7 Letters from James K. Polk, 1846, 1848 

5 8 Letter from Theodore Roosevelt, 1901 

5 9 Letter from Stephen Van Rensselaer, 1799 

5 10 Letters to Harmanus Bleeker, 1816-17, 1824, 1842-43 

 

Series 5: Justine Bayard Erving Estate Papers 

 

6 1 Justine Bayard Erving Biography, 1955 

6 2 Estate Bank Account Book, 1956-1960 

6 3 Bank Account Deposit Receipts, 1956-1960 

6 4 Estate Bank Account Statements, 1956-1960 

6 5 Cancelled Checks, #1-60, 1956 

6 6 Cancelled Checks, #62-131, 1956-1960 



6 7 Cash Account Ledgers, 1956-1960 

6 8 Accounting of Assets Other than Cash 

6 9 Last Will and Testament, 1941 

6 10 Estate Appraisal Index, 1956 

6 11 Account of Proceedings of Executors, 1959 

6 12 Executors Account and Release, 1960 

6 13 Division of Assets, 1955-1959 

6 14 Photographs of Paintings Willed to Frick Library, 1960 

6 15 Eleanor C. Erving Estate Papers, 1950-55 

 

Series 6: North Pearl Street Residence Papers 

 

7 1 Deeds, Indentures, Wills relating to Residence 

7 2 Deeds, Indentures, Wills relating to Residence 

7 3 Abstract of Title to 43-45 North Pearl St. 

7 4 Lease of Property to Whitney and Co., 1921, 1936, 1957 

7 5 Special Report on Whiney Land Company, 1957 

7 6 Newspaper Ads and Stories on Whitney Co. 1959 

7 7 Correspondence of Whitney Co. and Pruyn Family, 1937-1943 

7 8 Correspondence of Whitney Co. and Pruyn Family, 1944-1950 

7 9 Correspondence of Whitney Co. and Pruyn Family, 1951-1956 

7 10 Correspondence of Whitney Co. and Pruyn Family, 1957-1966 

7 11 Willsey Lease, 1962 

7 12 Whitney Bankruptcy and Sale, 1968 

7 13 Property Sale, 1968 

 

 
 

 


