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Creator
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Title
William Paterson Van Rensselaer Papers Inventory

Identifier
BM 400

Date
1787-1863

Physical Description
6 boxes

Physical Location
The materials are located onsite in the Museum.

Language of the Material
English

Abstract
William Paterson Van Rensselaer (1805-1872) was born to General Stephen and Cornelia
Paterson Van Rensselaer in the Manor House in Albany, New York. Van Rensselaer
became an attorney, and married twice, having nine children.

This collection includes correspondence, property records, financial records, and estate
records.



Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows:

William Paterson Van Rensselaer Papers Inventory, 1787-1863, BM 400. Albany
Institute of History & Art Library, Albany, New York.

Conditions Governing Access and Use

Restrictions on Access
None

Copyright

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of copyright.
Whenever possible, the Albany Institute of History & Art Library will provide
information about copyright owners and other restrictions, but the legal determination
ultimately rests with the researcher. Requests for permission to publish material from this
collection should be discussed with the Archivist/Librarian.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Accession: # unidentified
Accession Source/Date: unidentified

Processing Information

This collection is unprocessed. Inventory finding aid updated by H. Cox, July 2021.

Contents List

The following section contains a listing of the materials in the collection.

Description Box Folder

General Correspondence, 1839-1840 1 1
Notes and Defaults on notes, 1840-1843 2
General Correspondence, 1841-1843 3



Family  Correspondence, 1839-1845 4
General Correspondence, 1844-1846 5
General Correspondence, 1845-1846 6
Union College, 1844 7
Letters from Casparus Pruyn, Agent, East Manor, 1839-1845 8
Notes on 60 year leases to R.H. Pruyn 9
Leases in East Manor, Indentures 10-11
Maps of certain leased lands 12
Letters explanatory of leases 2 1
Schedules of debts, leases, rents in arrears. East Manor, 1840’s 2
Agreements between Stephen Van Rensselaer III and Stephen IV and
William Paterson Van Rensselaer

3

Correspondence with Frederick Diaper, architect of “Beverwyck;” also
correspondence with various tradesmen and builders who worked on
“Beverwyck or supplied furnishings, 1839-1843

4

New York and Albany and Troy and Greenbush Railroads 5
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 6
Correspondence with special persons including, George Bethune, Henry
Burden, Thomas Cole, Edward Delafield, Andrew J. Downing, Ira
Harris, William James, William M. Marcy, Louis Menard, Horatio
Potter, William H. Prescott, Alexander Proudfit, Joseph Quincy,
Theodore Roosevelt, L.H. Sigourney

7

Correspondence with D. Abeel 8
Correspondence with James Bell, agent, East Manor 9
Correspondence with Reverend Cortlandt Van Rensselaer 10
Correspondence of Philip Stephen Van Rensselaer 11
Correspondence of B.W. Rogers 12
The Pearl Street Academy 13
Printed items 14
Rensselaer County Temperance Society 15
Household bills and receipts, 1839-1846 16
Van Rensselaer genealogy 17
Bills from Yale College 18
Abstracts of rents paid, East Manor, 1832, 1833, 1834, 1839, 1840,
1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1846 (2), one, no date 14 volumes

3 1

Accounts of rents paid daily in produce and cash, East Manor,
1839-1848 3 volumes

2

Rent book, Schodack, Stephentown and Nassau, East Manor,
1842-1843, 1 volume

3

Collection of pamphlets, broadsides and letters on anti-rent problems,
1843-1844

4

Rent book and lease record, by towns, East Manor, 1787-1804 5
List of Rent due in East Manor, 1811-1823 4 1
License for Bath Ferry 2
Indentures, 1797-1839. List enclosed 3



Deeds, leases, extracts of titles, East Manor List enclosed 4
Papers relative to property on Bald Mountain Town of Brunswick,
Rensselaer County

5

List of 60 year leases in Town of Berlin, Rensselaer County 6
Leases, Towns of Brunswick and Stephentown 7
Deeds, general correspondence, East Manor 8
Miscellaneous 9
Chancery, 1839 10
Estate of Stephen Van Rensselaer III 5 1
Leases assigned to Robert H. Pruyn, 1791-1840 2
Indentures signed by Stephen Van Rensselaer III 3
Papers in lawsuit, Henry Van Rensselaer vs. Philip Stephen and
Cortlandt Van Rensselaer

4

Philip Stephen Van Rensselaer land matters 5
Letters of Robert Dunbar, 1813-1830;
Letters of Rufus W. Clark, 1862-1863

6

Letter from Joel Munsell regarding printing of leases, 10 June 1844 7
Newspapers 1844-1845 8
Mortgage Bonds, 1786-1787 9
Van Rensselaer pedigree charts 10
Cancelled checks 11
Copy of 1696 lease, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer and Gerrit Teunis 12
Correspondence with Walter S. Church 13
(From the Thomas Olcott Papers)

Rent records and suits to collect rents, East Manor after 1846 6 1
Rent records and suits to collect rents, East Manor after 1846 2
Leases, indentures, copies of wills 3
Leases, indentures, East Manor 4
Legal papers, Tax receipts, East Manor 5
Letter to James Bell, agent for William P. Van Rensselaer 6
Papers in lawsuit over title of Rensselaerswyck, Alexander Van
Rensselaer vs Eugene Van Rensselaer

7

Rensselaer Classical Academy of Sand Lake 8
Letter from Henry burden about rent for “the Lakes” (what is now
Burden Lake)

9

Rensselaer Institute Donation fund 10
Albany County, Rensselaerville 11


