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Albany Institute of History & Art Receives

Highest National Recognition
Awarded Re-Accreditation from the American Alliance of Museums

ALBANY, NY— The Albany Institute of History & Art has again achieved accreditation by the American
Alliance of Museums (AAM), the highest national recognition for a museum. Accreditation signifies
excellence to the museum community, to governments, funders, outside agencies, and to the museum-
going public. The Albany Institute has been accredited since 1980. All museums must undergo a
reaccreditation review every ten years to maintain accredited status.

AAM Accreditation brings national recognition to a museum for its commitment to excellence,
accountability, high professional standards, and continued institutional improvement. Developed and
sustained by museum professionals for nearly 45 years, AAM’s museum accreditation program is the
field’s primary vehicle for quality assurance, self-regulation, and public accountability. It strengthens the
museum profession by promoting practices that enable leaders to make informed decisions, allocate
resources wisely, and remain financially and ethically accountable in order to provide the best possible
service to the public.

Of the nation’s nearly 17,500 museums, 1,048 are currently accredited. The Albany Institute of History &
Art is one of only sixty-seven museums accredited in New York State.

Accreditation is a very rigorous but highly rewarding process that examines all aspects of a museum’s
operations. To earn accreditation a museum first must conduct a year of self-study, then undergo a site
visit by a team of peer reviewers. AAM’s Accreditation Commission, a panel of seven museum
professionals, consider the self-study and visiting committee report to determine whether a museum
should receive accreditation.

“We are honored to be re-accredited with the America Alliance of Museums,” says George R. Hearst I,
chairman of the Board of Trustees. “To receive this recognition by peers in the field confirms that the
museum continues to meet national standards set by AAM. As an institution, this allows us to
collaborate with museums nationwide and exchange loans for exhibitions. It also helps the museum
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compete for important grants. This public accountability to excellence is essential to the field and we are
proud to uphold these standards.”

Founded in 1791, the Albany Institute of History & Art is New York’s oldest museum. Its collections
document the Hudson Valley as a crossroads of culture, influencing the art and history of the region, the
state, and the nation. With more than 35,000 objects and one million documents in the library, it is an
important resource for the region, giving the community a sense of the part the Hudson Valley played in
the American story, and their own place in history. Permanent and temporary exhibitions are open year-
round and create a sense of place, allowing visitors to meet the people who helped shape this region.
Over 25,000 people visit the Albany Institute of History & Art every year, enjoying the collections,
workshops, school programs, and lectures, helping to build an understanding of the history and culture of
this region. Among the museum’s best-known and most-loved collections are the 19" century Hudson
River School landscape paintings by artists like Thomas Cole and Frederic Church, the 19" century
sculpture collections, and, of course, the famous Albany Mummies that came to the museum in 1909 and
have been on view ever since. For more information, please visit www.albanyinstitute.org and be sure to
follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/albanyinstitute) and Twitter (@Albanylnstitute).

The Albany Institute of History & Art is located at 125 Washington Avenue in Albany, New York. Free
parking is available in the museum’s lot at the corner of Elk and Dove Streets. The museum is open
Wednesday-Saturday 10AM-5PM, Thursdays until 8PM*, and Sunday Noon-5PM. On Tuesdays, the
museum is open to registered groups only. The museum is closed on Mondays and some holidays.
Admission is free for Institute members; $10/adults; $8/seniors; $8/students with ID; $6/children 6-12;
FREE/children under 6. *We are now offering free admission on Thursdays from 5PM-8PM. For more
information, visit www.albanyinstitute.org or call (518) 463-4478.

The American Alliance of Museums has been bringing museums together since 1906, helping to
develop standards and best practices, gathering and sharing knowledge, and providing advocacy on
issues of concern to the entire museum community. With more than 18,000 individual, 3,000
institutional and 300 corporate members, the Alliance is dedicated to ensuring that museums remain
a vital part of the American landscape, connecting people with the greatest achievements of the
human experience, past, present and future. For more information, visit www.aam-us.org.
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